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Required to sign away their legal rights as authors as a condition of employment, professional writers may
earn a tidy living for their work, but they seldom own their writing. Writing for Hire traces the history of
labor relations that defined authorship in film, TV, and advertising in the mid-twentieth century. Catherine L.
Fisk examines why strikingly different norms of attribution emerged in these overlapping industries, and she
shows how unionizing enabled Hollywood writers to win many authorial rights, while Madison Avenue
writers achieved no equivalent recognition.

In the 1930s, the practice of employing teams of writers to create copyrighted works became widespread in
film studios, radio networks, and ad agencies. Sometimes Hollywood and Madison Avenue employed the
same people. Yet the two industries diverged in a crucial way in the 1930s, when screenwriters formed the
Writers Guild to represent them in collective negotiations with media companies. Writers Guild members
believed they shared the same status as literary authors and fought to have their names attached to their work.
They gained binding legal norms relating to ownership and public recognition?norms that eventually carried
over into the professional culture of TV production.

In advertising, by contrast, no formal norms of public attribution developed. Although some ad writers
chafed at their anonymity, their nonunion workplace provided no institutional framework to channel their
demands for change. Instead, many rationalized their invisibility as creative workers by embracing a self-
conception as well-compensated professionals devoted to the interests of clients.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison
Avenue. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison Avenue. You can add expertise and
of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Michael Green:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison Avenue as your daily
resource information.

Mary Wines:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison Avenue your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
just about every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get before. The Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison Avenue giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your better life
within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Armando Morris:

This Writing for Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison Avenue is brand-new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Writing for
Hire: Unions, Hollywood, and Madison Avenue can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in



reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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