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Home to the so-called big five publishers as well as hundreds of smaller presses, renowned literary agents, a
vigorous arts scene, and an uncountable number of aspiring and established writers alike, New York City is
widely perceived as the publishing capital of the United States and the world. This book traces the origins
and early evolution of the city’s rise to literary preeminence.

Through five case studies, Steven Carl Smith examines publishing in New York from the post–
Revolutionary War period through the Jacksonian era. He discusses the gradual development of local,
regional, and national distribution networks, assesses the economic relationships and shared social and
cultural practices that connected printers, booksellers, and their customers, and explores the
uncharacteristically modern approaches taken by the city’s preindustrial printers and distributors. If the
cultural matrix of printed texts served as the primary legitimating vehicle for political debate and literary
expression, Smith argues, then deeper understanding of the economic interests and political affiliations of the
people who produced these texts gives necessary insight into the emergence of a major American industry.
Those involved in New York’s book trade imagined for themselves, like their counterparts in other major
seaport cities, a robust business that could satisfy the new nation’s desire for print, and many fulfilled their
ambition by cultivating networks that crossed regional boundaries, delivering books to the masses.

A fresh interpretation of the market economy in early America, An Empire of Print reveals how New York
started on the road to becoming the publishing powerhouse it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Chuck Deschenes:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication An Empire of Print: The New York
Publishing Trade in the Early American Republic (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some
of you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Ardith Bobo:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen with you if you take An Empire of Print: The New York Publishing Trade in the Early American
Republic (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) as the daily resource information.

Walter Pressley:

You can obtain this An Empire of Print: The New York Publishing Trade in the Early American Republic
(Penn State Series in the History of the Book) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing
it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Joshua Miner:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just in search of the An Empire of Print: The New York Publishing Trade in the Early American Republic
(Penn State Series in the History of the Book) when you needed it?
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