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With the 1954 publication of his Foundations of Statistics, in which he proposed a basis that takes into
account not only strictly objective and repetitive events, but also vagueness and interpersonal differences,
Leonard J. Savage opened the greatest controversy in modern statistical thought. His theory of the
foundations, connected with the personalistic interpretation of probability, challenged the then dominant
frequentist school.
In the first seven chapters of his book, Professor Savage is concerned with the foundations at a relatively
deep level. To explain and defend his theory of the behavior of a highly idealized person faced with
uncertainty, he considers decision making, the sure-thing principle, qualitative and quantitative personal
probability, the approach to certainty through experience, symmetric sequences of events, critical comments
on personal probability, utility, observations as they affect the decision, and partition problems. In chapters
eight through seventeen he discusses statistics proper — the actual devices of the discipline — from the
personalistic view. He concentrates on minimax problems and on the theories of estimation and testing.
Exercises are included throughout to reinforce and supplement the text. The mathematical techniques used
are quite elementary, some calculus and elementary probability theory being presupposed. Understanding of
all the material calls for some mathematical maturity on the part of the reader.
Professor Savage had reevaluated his position somewhat during the decade and a half since the work was
first published. While reaffirming the material in the first seven chapters, he had reconsidered the
appropriateness of many frequentistic applications. To explain these recent developments, he added a new
preface, new footnotes, and a supplementary 180-item, annotated bibliography. Because of Professor
Savage's death, the revisions that he made for this edition are his final analysis of the situation.
As he says on page one, "the foundations are the most controversial parts of many, if not all, sciences." In
statistics, the foundation of probability is "as controversial a subject as one could name." In 1954, the
controversy was very great, and although it has quieted since, the problem has yet to be resolved. A new
generation of readers who have missed Savage's analysis have here an opportunity to study firsthand what
his important foundation of statistics — personal probability — is, and what it means to statistical thought.
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From reader reviews:

Jerold Richards:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Foundations of Statistics. All type
of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Clayton Medina:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a person is
you don't know which one you should start with. This The Foundations of Statistics is our recommendation
to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Terry Kiser:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Foundations of Statistics is kind of book
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Bryan Lewis:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
The Foundations of Statistics which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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