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For students with little or no background in the subject, the pursuit of philosophical knowledge can be a
difficult and confusing enterprise. In order to formulate their own personal worldviews, students need to
know how and where to begin, what choices they have, and why anyone would adopt one basic belief over
another.
Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions, Third Edition, outlines the
principal positions that philosophers have articulated through the ages, helping students to understand what
philosophers do and how they do it. Comprehensive and lucidly written, it features sixty-four brief essays--
arranged in sets of two or three--on thirty-one important questions. The essays are arguments that author Phil
Washburn has either created or recreated, rather than excerpts from the work of philosophers. With
affirmative and negative responses, each set answers one of the standard philosophical questions, such as
"Does God exist?" or "Is morality relative?" Each essay takes a definite stand and promotes it vigorously,
creating a sharp contrast between the two positions and giving each abstract theory a more personal and
believable "voice." While the essays often employ traditional arguments of great philosophers, they present
the ideas in contemporary language with vivid examples. The accessible style and conflicting answers
encourage students to examine the different positions and to think carefully about which essay makes the
stronger case. In contrast with other textbooks, which often present a series of excerpts and theories without
attempting to coordinate them into a larger picture, Philosophical Dilemmas teaches students about the
process of thinking philosophically and encourages them to construct their own coherent worldviews. This
third edition features two new sections (four new essays) on the meaning of life and on personal identity,
expanded and updated annotated bibliographies, and an appendix, "How to Write an Essay."
Philosophical Dilemmas, Third Edition, offers numerous pedagogical features including an introduction to
each issue, a list of historical parallels, key terms, chapter summaries, a glossary, and critical study questions
following each essay. Brief sections throughout the book describe numerous critical thinking techniques
demonstrated by the essays. An annotated bibliography of historical examples for each issue and useful lists
of contemporary sources further enhance the text's utility. An Instructor's Manual, including chapter
summaries, writing assignments, and test questions, is available on CD.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

The book Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book
Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions? Several of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction
to the Major Questions has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You
can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

William Roger:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Philosophical Dilemmas: A
Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Lorraine Prinz:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
usually Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions.

Dustin Alvarez:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Philosophical
Dilemmas: A Pro and Con Introduction to the Major Questions that give your fun preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So ,
for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Philosophical Dilemmas: A Pro
and Con Introduction to the Major Questions become your current starter.
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