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“A very entertaining book about a very serious problem. We deceive ourselves all the time with
statistics, and it is time we wised up.” –Robert J. Shiller, Winner of the Nobel Prize in Economics

Did you know that baseball players whose names begin with the letter “D” are more likely to die young? Or
that Asian Americans are most susceptible to heart attacks on the fourth day of the month? Or that drinking a
full pot of coffee every morning will add years to your life, but one cup a day increases the risk of pancreatic
cancer? All of these “facts” have been argued with a straight face by credentialed researchers and backed up
with reams of data and convincing statistics.

As Nobel Prize–winning economist Ronald Coase once cynically observed, “If you torture data long enough,
it will confess.” Lying with statistics is a time-honored con. In Standard Deviations, economics professor
Gary Smith walks us through the various tricks and traps that people use to back up their own crackpot
theories. Sometimes, the unscrupulous deliberately try to mislead us. Other times, the well-intentioned are
blissfully unaware of the mischief they are committing. Today, data is so plentiful that researchers spend
precious little time distinguishing between good, meaningful indicators and total rubbish. Not only do others
use data to fool us, we fool ourselves.

With the breakout success of Nate Silver’s The Signal and the Noise, the once humdrum subject of statistics
has never been hotter. Drawing on breakthrough research in behavioral economics by luminaries like Daniel
Kahneman and Dan Ariely and taking to task some of the conclusions of Freakonomics author Steven D.
Levitt, Standard Deviations demystifies the science behind statistics and makes it easy to spot the fraud all
around.

London Times Book of the Week (2014) 50 graphs and 8 b&w illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Wilhelmina Kane:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Standard Deviations: Flawed Assumptions, Tortured Data, and Other Ways to
Lie with Statistics.

Edward McCain:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Standard
Deviations: Flawed Assumptions, Tortured Data, and Other Ways to Lie with Statistics? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Marie Guinn:

The ability that you get from Standard Deviations: Flawed Assumptions, Tortured Data, and Other Ways to
Lie with Statistics is the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you
get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Standard Deviations:
Flawed Assumptions, Tortured Data, and Other Ways to Lie with Statistics giving you joy feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that Standard Deviations: Flawed Assumptions, Tortured Data, and
Other Ways to Lie with Statistics instantly.

Marion Driskell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Standard Deviations: Flawed
Assumptions, Tortured Data, and Other Ways to Lie with Statistics.
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