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Samuel "Roxy" Rothafel (1882–1936) built an influential and prolific career as film exhibitor, stage
producer, radio broadcaster, musical arranger, theater manager, war propagandist, and international celebrity.
He helped engineer the integration of film, music, and live performance in silent film exhibition; scored early
Fox Movietone films such as Sunrise (1927); pioneered the convergence of film, broadcasting, and music
publishing and recording in the 1920s; and helped movies and moviegoing become the dominant form of
mass entertainment between the world wars.

The first book devoted to Rothafel's multifaceted career, American Showman examines his role as the key
purveyor of a new film exhibition aesthetic that appropriated legitimate theater, opera, ballet, and classical
music to attract multi-class audiences. Roxy scored motion pictures, produced enormous stage shows,
managed many of New York's most important movie houses, directed and/or edited propaganda films for the
American war effort, produced short and feature-length films, exhibited foreign, documentary, independent,
and avant-garde motion pictures, and expanded the conception of mainstream, commercial cinema. He was
also one of the chief creators of the radio variety program, pioneering radio broadcasting, promotions, and
tours.

The producers and promoters of distinct themes and styles, showmen like Roxy profoundly remade the
moviegoing experience, turning the deluxe motion picture theater into a venue for exhibiting and producing
live and recorded entertainment. Roxy's interest in media convergence also reflects a larger moment in which
the entertainment industry began to create brands and franchises, exploit them through content release
"events," and give rise to feature films, soundtracks, broadcasts, live performances, and related consumer
products. Regularly cited as one of the twelve most important figures in the film and radio industries, Roxy
was instrumental to the development of film exhibition and commercial broadcasting, musical
accompaniment, and a new, convergent entertainment industry.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book American Showman: Samuel "Roxy" Rothafel
and the Birth of the Entertainment Industry, 1908-1935 (Film and Culture Series) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought
like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Jackson Cabrera:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that American Showman: Samuel "Roxy" Rothafel
and the Birth of the Entertainment Industry, 1908-1935 (Film and Culture Series) to read.

Valentin Gonzalez:

The reserve untitled American Showman: Samuel "Roxy" Rothafel and the Birth of the Entertainment
Industry, 1908-1935 (Film and Culture Series) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
American Showman: Samuel "Roxy" Rothafel and the Birth of the Entertainment Industry, 1908-1935 (Film
and Culture Series) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Brian Rocha:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the guide untitled American Showman: Samuel "Roxy" Rothafel and the Birth of
the Entertainment Industry, 1908-1935 (Film and Culture Series) can be excellent book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.
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