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Astrology, witchcraft, magical healing, divination, ancient prophecies, ghosts, and fairies were taken very
seriously by people at all social and economic levels in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century England.
Helplessness in the face of disease and human disaster helped to perpetuate this belief in magic and the
supernatural. As Keith Thomas shows, England during these years resembled in many ways today's
"underdeveloped areas." The English population was exceedingly liable to pain, sickness, and premature
death; many were illiterate; epidemics such as the bubonic plague plowed through English towns, at times
cutting the number of London's inhabitants by a sixth; fire was a constant threat; the food supply was
precarious; and for most diseases there was no effective medical remedy.
In this fascinating and detailed book, Keith Thomas shows how magic, like the medieval Church, offered an
explanation for misfortune and a means of redress in times of adversity. The supernatural thus had its own
practical utility in daily life. Some forms of magic were challenged by the Protestant Reformation, but only
with the increased search for scientific explanation of the universe did the English people begin to abandon
their recourse to the supernatural.
Science and technology have made us less vulnerable to some of the hazards which confronted the people of
the past. Yet Religion and the Decline of Magic concludes that "if magic is defined as the employment of
ineffective techniques to allay anxiety when effective ones are not available, then we must recognize that no
society will ever be free from it."
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From reader reviews:

Michael Riddle:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Religion and the Decline of
Magic. All type of book are you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Donald Chen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Religion and the Decline of Magic book is readable by means of you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Religion and the
Decline of Magic content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Religion and the Decline of Magic is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Albert Hartley:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Religion
and the Decline of Magic suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Religion and the Decline of Magicis the main of several books this everyone read
now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all
of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Betty Callahan:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Religion and the Decline of Magic is
simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much
space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.
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