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Rome is not one city but many, each with its own history unfolding from a different center: now the trading
port on the Tiber; now the Forum of antiquity; the Palatine of imperial power; the Lateran Church of
Christian ascendancy; the Vatican; the Quirinal palace. Beginning with the very shaping of the ground on
which Rome first rose, this book conjures all these cities, past and present, conducting the reader through
time and space to the complex and shifting realities--architectural, historical, political, and social--that
constitute Rome.

A multifaceted historical portrait, this richly illustrated work is as gritty as it is gorgeous, immersing readers
in the practical world of each period. James McGregor's explorations afford the pleasures of a novel thick
with characters and plot twists: amid the life struggles, hopes, and failures of countless generations, we see
how things truly worked, then and now; we learn about the materials of which Rome was built; of the Tiber
and its bridges; of roads, aqueducts, and sewers; and, always, of power, especially the power to shape the
city and imprint it with a particular personality--like that of Nero or Trajan or Pope Sixtus V--or a particular
institution.

McGregor traces the successive urban forms that rulers have imposed, from emperors and popes to national
governments including Mussolini's. And, in archaeologists' and museums' presentation of Rome's past, he
shows that the documenting of history itself is fraught with power and politics. In McGregor's own
beautifully written account, the power and politics emerge clearly, manifest in the distinctive styles and
structures, practical concerns and aesthetic interests that constitute the myriad Romes of our day and days
past.
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From reader reviews:

Sonya Wright:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important usually. The book Rome from the Ground Up seemed to be making you to know
about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
publication Rome from the Ground Up is not only giving you far more new information but also being your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship while using book Rome from the Ground Up. You never really feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Rose Knowlton:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Rome from the Ground Up that
give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you could pick Rome from the Ground Up become your personal starter.

Fern Barron:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of many books in the top list in your reading list is actually Rome from the Ground Up. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Robin Lawrence:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This e-book Rome from the Ground Up was filled with regards to science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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