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In The Origins of Comics: From William Hogarth to Winsor McCay, Thierry Smolderen presents a cultural
landscape whose narrative differs in many ways from those presented by other historians of the comic strip.
Rather than beginning his inquiry with the popularly accepted “sequential art” definition of the comic strip,
Smolderen instead wishes to engage with the historical dimensions that inform that definition. His goal is to
understand the processes that led to the twentieth-century comic strip, the highly recognizable species of
picture stories that he sees crystallizing around 1900 in the United States.

Featuring close readings of the picture stories, caricatures, and humoristic illustrations of William Hogarth,
Rodolphe Töpffer, Gustave Doré, and their many contemporaries, Smolderen establishes how these artists
were immersed in a very old visual culture in which images?satirical images in particular?were deciphered in
a way that was often described as hieroglyphical. Across eight chapters, he acutely points out how the effect
of the printing press and the mass advent of audiovisual technologies (photography, audio recording, and
cinema) at the end of the nineteenth century led to a new twentieth-century visual culture. In tracing this
evolution, Smolderen distinguishes himself from other comics historians by following a methodology that
explains the present state of the form of comics on the basis of its history, rather than presenting the history
of the form on the basis of its present state. This study remaps the history of this influential art form.
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From reader reviews:

Gene Kirkland:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The Origins of Comics: From
William Hogarth to Winsor McCay book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Nathaniel Thomas:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually The Origins of Comics: From William Hogarth to Winsor McCay.

Sanjuana Day:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Origins of Comics: From
William Hogarth to Winsor McCay reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The Origins of
Comics: From William Hogarth to Winsor McCay as good book not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Donald Murray:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book The Origins of Comics: From William Hogarth to Winsor McCay was filled
in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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