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Young Elizabeth Balcombe, or Betsy to friends and family, found life on the remote island of St Helena
intolerably dull. Most fourteen-year-olds would. Her father had been posted to that unforgiving station in the
Atlantic and, being a family man, he took his family with him. Life was bleak in Balcombe's bungalow on
the fringe of James Town. But then, in October 1815, the situation was transformed by the arrival of an
unusual visitor. Napoleon Bonaparte, one-time master of Europe, now prisoner and exile, stepped ashore.
The Balcombes, like all the islanders, were amazed. And even more so when Napoleon, taking a fancy to
their bungalow (the Briars) moved in with them. Betsy, overcoming her surprise at sharing her home with an
emperor, delighted in his company and the two became firm friends. Miss Betsy Balcombe made the most of
her time with the world's most famous prisoner, keenly observing all around her, noting down conversations,
recording moods. The result is a unique set of memoirs which records in astonishing detail an almost
unbelievable story. That of how a precocious teenager and an emperor talked, argued, played, confided and
teased their way through grim years of exile on the barren rock of St Helena.  This attractive, illustrated
edition brings this remarkable story back to life.
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From reader reviews:

Ira Gonzalez:

The feeling that you get from To Befriend an Emperor: Betsy Balcombe's Memoirs of Napoleon on St
Helena is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but To Befriend an Emperor: Betsy
Balcombe's Memoirs of Napoleon on St Helena giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making
it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this particular To Befriend an Emperor: Betsy Balcombe's Memoirs of Napoleon
on St Helena instantly.

Thomas Heiden:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept To Befriend an
Emperor: Betsy Balcombe's Memoirs of Napoleon on St Helena suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well-known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled To Befriend an Emperor: Betsy
Balcombe's Memoirs of Napoleon on St Helenais the one of several books that will everyone read now. This
kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Mae Bushee:

Precisely why? Because this To Befriend an Emperor: Betsy Balcombe's Memoirs of Napoleon on St Helena
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Lauren Veach:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This To Befriend an Emperor: Betsy
Balcombe's Memoirs of Napoleon on St Helena is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And



so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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