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The story of the Viking expansion west across the North Atlantic between AD. 800 and 1000, the settlement
of Iceland and Greenland, and the exploration of northeastern North America, is a chapter of history that
deserves to be more widely known. Norse discoveries in the North Atlantic are the first step in the process
whereby human populations became connected into a single global system. The Norse, and their Viking
ancestors, are little known, misunderstood, and almost invisible on the American landscape. Although Norse
voyages were known since the early 1800’s, the near absence of physical evidence of Vikings in the New
World has rendered the information, and the possibility that Norse explorers reached the North American
mainland five hundred years before Columbus, speculative, at best. Yet, discovery of a Viking site in
Newfoundland in 1960 confirmed a pre-Columbian European presence in the Americas, and Norse artifacts
found in archaeological sites scattered throughout the eastern Canadian arctic and sub-arctic, raise the issue
of how far south of Newfoundland the Norse did explore, and what impact their contacts had on Native
Americans. The term “Viking” is indelibly associated with seafaring warriors. Carpentry, and especially boat
building, were skills known to all Viking men, and along with maritime skill, was the characteristic upon
which Viking expansion and influence depended. Viking craft had an advantage over all other watercraft of
their day in speed, shallow draft, weight, capacity, maneuverability, and seaworthiness, giving Vikings the
ability to trade, make war, carry animals, and cross open oceans safely. The territorial expansion of the
Vikings from their Scandinavian homelands began in the last decades of the eighth century, and started as
seasonal raids on the British Isles. Those Vikings who ventured west settled the islands of the North Atlantic.
Many theories attempt to explain what propelled Vikings outward from their northern homelands:
developments in ship construction and seafaring skills; internal stress from population growth and scarce
land; loss of personal freedom as political and economic centralization progressed; but the overriding factor
seemed to be an awareness of the opportunities for advancement. By taking on lives as soldiers of fortune,
Vikings could dramatically alter their prospects: becoming wealthy, reaping glory and fame in battle, and
achieving high status as leaders and heroes based on their own abilities and deeds. Although there is reason
for speculation about how far the Norse traveled south of Newfoundland, recent archaeological research
provides a solid basis for understanding more about Norse explorations and contacts in the north.
Archaeologists found Norse artifacts in early Inuit (Eskimo) sites in the Canadian arctic and Greenland. That
people of the Dorset culture had begun to replace their stone blades with metal after AD. 1000 seemed
curious, although understood when both late Dorset and Early Thule sites began to produce not only Norse
iron and copper, but a host of other Norse materials. Soon Norse materials were reported from many eastern
Canadian arctic and northwest Greenland sites dating to the Norse period. These finds suggest that Native
Americans interacted with the Norse in a variety of ways: by casual contacts, scavenging Norse wrecks, or
outright skirmishes This volume celebrates the Vikings’ epic voyages, which brought the first Europeans to
the New World. In doing so, the ring of humanity that had been spread in different directions around the
globe for hundreds of thousands of years, was finally closed. Even though Leif Eriksson’s was not the
first—nor the last—voyage of Viking exploration, nor did it lead to permanent settlement in the Americas,
his voyage achieved an important and highly symbolic goal that made the world an infinitely smaller place
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Louis:

The book Vikings : The North Atlantic Saga can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book Vikings : The
North Atlantic Saga? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Vikings :
The North Atlantic Saga has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Alberta Smith:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Vikings : The North Atlantic Saga book
because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jose Reed:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Vikings
: The North Atlantic Saga, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Calvin Copher:

Often the book Vikings : The North Atlantic Saga has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some
research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading
this article book.
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