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We see it all the time: organizations strive to persuade the public to change beliefs or behavior through
expensive, expansive media campaigns. Designers painstakingly craft clear, resonant, and culturally sensitive
messaging that will motivate people to buy a product, support a cause, vote for a candidate, or take active
steps to improve their health. But once these campaigns leave the controlled environments of focus groups,
advertising agencies, and stakeholder meetings to circulate, the public interprets and distorts the campaigns
in ways their designers never intended or dreamed. In Best Laid Plans, Terence E. McDonnell explains why
these attempts at mass persuasion often fail so badly.

            McDonnell argues that these well-designed campaigns are undergoing “cultural entropy”: the process
through which the intended meanings and uses of cultural objects fracture into alternative meanings, new
practices, failed interactions, and blatant disregard. Using AIDS media campaigns in Accra, Ghana, as its
central case study, the book walks readers through best-practice, evidence-based media campaigns that fall
totally flat. Female condoms are turned into bracelets, AIDS posters become home decorations, red ribbons
fade into pink under the sun—to name a few failures. These damaging cultural misfires are not random.
Rather, McDonnell makes the case that these disruptions are patterned, widespread, and
inevitable—indicative of a broader process of cultural entropy.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby House:

The book Best Laid Plans: Cultural Entropy and the Unraveling of AIDS Media Campaigns can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
a very important thing like a book Best Laid Plans: Cultural Entropy and the Unraveling of AIDS Media
Campaigns? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details
for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Best Laid Plans:
Cultural Entropy and the Unraveling of AIDS Media Campaigns has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Celia Robertson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because
just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this kind of Best Laid Plans: Cultural Entropy and the
Unraveling of AIDS Media Campaigns to read.

Rhonda Silva:

The book with title Best Laid Plans: Cultural Entropy and the Unraveling of AIDS Media Campaigns
posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific
book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring
you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Brandon Giles:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need
more time to be learn. Best Laid Plans: Cultural Entropy and the Unraveling of AIDS Media Campaigns can
be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.
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