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Today, when many parents seem reluctant to have their children vaccinated, even with long proven
medications, the Salk vaccine trial, which enrolled millions of healthy children to test an unproven medical
intervention, seems nothing short of astonishing. In Selling Science, medical historian Stephen E. Mawdsley
recounts the untold story of the first large clinical trial to control polio using healthy children—55,000
healthy children—revealing how this long-forgotten incident cleared the path for Salk’s later trial.
 
Mawdsley describes how, in the early 1950s, Dr. William Hammon and the National Foundation for Infantile
Paralysis launched a pioneering medical experiment on a previously untried scale. Conducted on over 55,000
healthy children in Texas, Utah, Iowa, and Nebraska, this landmark study assessed the safety and
effectiveness of a blood component, gamma globulin, to prevent paralytic polio. The value of the proposed
experiment was questioned by many prominent health professionals as it harbored potential health risks, but
as Mawdsley points out, compromise and coercion moved it forward. And though the trial returned dubious
results, it was presented to the public as a triumph and used to justify a federally sanctioned mass
immunization study on thousands of families between 1953 and 1954. Indeed, the concept, conduct, and
outcome of the GG study were sold to health professionals, medical researchers, and the public at each stage.
At a time when most Americans trusted scientists, their mutual encounter under the auspices of conquering
disease was shaped by politics, marketing, and at times, deception.

Drawing on oral history interviews, medical journals, newspapers, meeting minutes, and private institutional
records, Selling Science sheds light on the ethics of scientific conduct, and on the power of marketing to
shape public opinion about medical experimentation.
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From reader reviews:

Ralph Capra:

The book Selling Science: Polio and the Promise of Gamma Globulin (Critical Issues in Health and
Medicine) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want.
Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Selling Science: Polio and the Promise of Gamma
Globulin (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine)? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Selling Science: Polio and the Promise of Gamma Globulin (Critical Issues in Health
and Medicine) has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Stan Smith:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have the e-
book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Selling Science: Polio and the Promise of
Gamma Globulin (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's find.

Bridgett Killion:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Selling Science: Polio and the Promise of Gamma Globulin (Critical Issues in Health and
Medicine) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must
love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your
life at this time book Selling Science: Polio and the Promise of Gamma Globulin (Critical Issues in Health
and Medicine). You can more appealing than now.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Selling Science: Polio and the Promise of Gamma Globulin (Critical Issues in Health and Medicine)



when you needed it?
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