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"A few years ago, as I listened one night to my mother telling incidents of her life pioneering in the semi-arid
region of Western Kansas, it occurred to me that the picture of that early time was worth drawing and
preserving for the future, and that, if this were ever to be done, it must be done soon, before all of the old
settlers were gone. This book is the result—an effort to picture that life truly and realistically. It is the story
of an energetic and capable girl, the child of German immigrant parents, who at the age of seventeen married
a young German farmer, and moved to a homestead on the wind-swept plains of Kansas, where she reared
eleven of her twelve children, and remembering regretfully her own half-day in school, sent nine of them
through college. It is a story of grim and tenacious devotion in the face of hardships and disappointments,
devotion that never flagged until the long, hard task of near a lifetime was done."—John Ise (from the
preface)

Deeply moved by his mother's memories of a waning era and rapidly disappearing lifestyle, John Ise
painstakingly recorded the adventures and adversities of his family and boyhood neighbors—the early
homesteaders of Osborne County, Kansas. First published in 1936, his "nonfiction novel" Sod and Stubble
has since become a widely read and much loved classic. In the original, Ise changed some identities and time
sequences but accurately retained the uplifting and disheartening realities of prairie life. Von Rothenberger
brings us a new annotated and expanded edition that greatly enhances Ise's timeless tale. He includes the
entire first edition-replete with Ise's charm, wit, and veracity, restores four of Ise's original chapters that have
never been published, and adds photographs of many of the key characters. In his notes, Rothenberger
reveals the true identity of Ise's family and neighbors, provides background on their lives, and places events
within a wider historical and geographical context.

Ushering us through a dynamic period of pioneering history, from the 1870s to the turn of the century, Sod
and Stubble abounds with the events and issues—fires and droughts, parties and picnics, insect infestations
and bumper crops, prosperity and poverty, divisiveness and generosity, births and deaths—that shaped the
lives and destinies of Henry and Rosa Ise, their family, and their community.

One hundred and twenty-five years after Osborne County was organized and Henry Ise homesteaded his
claim, a corner of nineteenth-century Kansas social history remains safeguarded thanks to the tenacity of
John Ise and the insight of Von Rotheberger, who enlivens Ise's story with revealing detail.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Alexander:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition. Try to stumble
through book Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition as your friend. It means that it can to
get your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jeffrey Osburn:

The book Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Sod and Stubble: The
Unabridged and Annotated Edition? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Gail Cote:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition book is readable
simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different in
the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and Annotated Edition is
not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Norma Eberhart:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Sod and Stubble: The Unabridged and
Annotated Edition e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Sod and Stubble: The
Unabridged and Annotated Edition as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is
one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one



more sixth sense.
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