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Lord Byron described Greece as great, fallen, and immortal, a characterization more apt than he knew.
Through most of its long history, Greece was poor. But in the classical era, Greece was densely populated
and highly urbanized. Many surprisingly healthy Greeks lived in remarkably big houses and worked for high
wages at specialized occupations. Middle-class spending drove sustained economic growth and classical
wealth produced a stunning cultural efflorescence lasting hundreds of years.

Why did Greece reach such heights in the classical period--and why only then? And how, after "the Greek
miracle" had endured for centuries, did the Macedonians defeat the Greeks, seemingly bringing an end to
their glory? Drawing on a massive body of newly available data and employing novel approaches to
evidence, Josiah Ober offers a major new history of classical Greece and an unprecedented account of its rise
and fall.

Ober argues that Greece's rise was no miracle but rather the result of political breakthroughs and economic
development. The extraordinary emergence of citizen-centered city-states transformed Greece into a society
that defeated the mighty Persian Empire. Yet Philip and Alexander of Macedon were able to beat the Greeks
in the Battle of Chaeronea in 338 BCE, a victory made possible by the Macedonians' appropriation of Greek
innovations. After Alexander's death, battle-hardened warlords fought ruthlessly over the remnants of his
empire. But Greek cities remained populous and wealthy, their economy and culture surviving to be passed
on to the Romans--and to us.

A compelling narrative filled with uncanny modern parallels, this is a book for anyone interested in how
great civilizations are born and die.

This book is based on evidence available on a new interactive website. To learn more, please visit:
http://polis.stanford.edu/.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Coffman:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read will be The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece (The Princeton History of the Ancient
World).

Larry Hudgens:

The book untitled The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece (The Princeton History of the Ancient World)
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice study.

Pamela Prince:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
you is The Rise and Fall of Classical Greece (The Princeton History of the Ancient World) this reserve
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all
of you.

Alice Ressler:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Rise and Fall of
Classical Greece (The Princeton History of the Ancient World) which is having the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's notice.
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